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European DAC delivery programme:

An open platform for Full Digital Freight Train Operations
› DAC is more than just a coupler

› DAC is a key and unique enabler for 
numerous applications

› DAC is not a stand-alone technology but the 
backbone for “full digital freight train 
operations” to achieve the ambitious 
transformation in European rail freight

› This will allow the DAC to enable even more 
use cases and to generate a max. possible 
benefit



EDDP state of play

› EDDP participation continuously increased > 80 companies from 20 European countries

› DAC target operational procedures for the first DAC use cases ready first time ever in Europe

› EU-Rail Flagship Project 5 (FP5-TRANS4M-R, 2022-2026) awarded & started 27 beneficiaries/71 partners
› DAC specification “mechanical/pneumatical” , “energy” , “communication” 

› Demonstration of Digital Freight Trains in 2025 with DAC Type 4 & 5 incl. Energy and Data Supply, Hybrid Coupler and automated brake test (TRL 8)

› Preparing further development of Full Digital Freight Train for future demos

› Operational DAC tests took/are taking place in European countries S2R, DAC4EU, etc.

› Development of solid and feasible migration scenarios first time ever in Europe

› Cost-Benefit Analysis (first iteration) contracted by the EC

› European Investment Plan for DAC contracted by the JU (soon published)
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Europe’s Rail JU concrete actions towards DAC deployment
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White Atrium Building, 2nd Floor 

Avenue de la Toison d’Or 56-60

B1060, Brussels - Belgium

www.rail-research.europa.eu

https://eur06.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rail-research.europa.eu%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C6a04a5d6bd9d4e4fb10808da29def965%7Cbcfe75f290a54d168c623261618820aa%7C0%7C0%7C637868334888549089%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wiFzMOdCilMalNMXLNwQ6ooBa6A7jONQnCtzOGaZK8g%3D&reserved=0

